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The Social Farm

Name of Social Farm: 
Social Gardens of Montalbán

Address:
Plaza de Andalucia, 10,
14548 Montalbán de Córdoba, Córdoba

Website: https://www.montalbandecordoba.es

Contact details: Telephone: 957 31 12 80
E-mail: medioambiente@montalabandecordoba.es
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Profile of the Organization 

Target group: Pensioners and unemployed persons carry out all the 
steps in their farms by themselves

Age: 65+
Gender: male and female

Education: primary education
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Profile of the Organization

Why did it engage in Social Farming:
The Municipality of Montalbán started the so-called ‘municipal leisure
gardens’ or ‘social gardens’ with the aim of promoting improvement in
the quality of life among retired people and unemployed people.

Did the Social Farm undertake training? 
80% of people who engage in agricultural work have agricultural 
knowledge

4



Profile of the Organization

Name of Organization:
Montalbán Social Garden
Town Hall of Montalbán
Department of Environment and Agriculture
Type of organization: Local actions (Town Hall of Montalbán)
Size of organization: more than 100 people
Education of Staff: Local farmers collaborate with the qualified 
people of the town hall
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Entrepreneurial Orientation of the 
Organization 

Who is the key person for success in the social farm?

Headmistress: Councillor: Jesus Muñoz

Governing body: local authority

Article 49 c) of Law 7/1985, of April 2, regulating the Bases of the 
Local Regime
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Entrepreneurial Orientation of the 
Organization

What are the future plans for the farm and the Social farming:
Continue promoting improvement in the quality of life through social 
gardens for retired and unemployed people.
With these activities we try to combat isolation of the elderly people 
and long-term unemployed people.
Will the Social Farm activity continue after future changes on the 
organization? – Yes it will continue as the main promoter of this 
Social Farm activity is highly interested in it.
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Profile of the Farm Activity of the 
Organization

Members engaged in Social Farming:  
Local retired farmers and long-term unemployed
Equality and Social Welfare Counselling (Town Hall)
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Profile of the people Involved

People involved in Social Farming: 

- Pensioners and unemployed people carry out all the steps by
themselves

- The procedure for assigning parcels is done according to local law
Article 49 c) of Law 7/1985, of April 2, regulating the Bases of the
Local Regime
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Profile of the Farm

Type of farm: 
• Social and ecologic gardens
• Main activity: Cultivate plants and legumes
• Main multifunctional activities: Self-consumption 
• Farm workforce: Peopled aged over 65 years and long-term 

unemployed 
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Profile of the Social Farm

Size of farm: 
1 hectare
A farmer donated the land
There are 60 plots with a surface that varies between 80 and 100
square meters, near the town center, with easy pedestrian access
and with availability of quality irrigation water.
House for social activities.

Year farm commenced: 2013

Year of Social Farming commenced: 2013
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Social Farm Activities

Types of activities offered on the farm:

Cultivate plants and legumes performing all the tasks that this 
activity requires.
Social activities are developed on the weekends
Common areas with crops that are donated to:
- Municipal nursery
- Alzheimer's attention center
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Profile of the Social Farm 
Organization

• Farming activity 
X Farming without animals

• Multifunctional activity 
X Other Activities aligned to pure farming business

• Social Farming activity
X Physical and emotional development X Social-labour inclusion
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Social Farm Participants

Profile of Social Farm participants: 

- People over 65 and long-term unemployed
- 70% men
- 30% women
- Pensioners and unemployed persons carry out all the steps by 
themselves
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Social Farm Participants

How many participants use the Social Farm: 
- 35 plots assigned to different users
- Indirect beneficiaries 100 people from their families (Families 
usually help in the activity)

How often do participants attend:
- Long-term, during the whole year

How are the participants supported to use the Social Farm:
- They are supported by the administration of the town hall
- Municipal budget
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Social Farm Participants

Main Benefit of the activities for participants:

With the provision of the social gardens, the population, especially 
pensioners and unemployed people, can have an active attitude in 
their free and leisure time. This allows them to benefit from the 
health and environmental aspects this entails – the occupation and 
distraction to them, in their free time and leisure time
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Training Information and Support 

1. How did the farmer get information and training to get started? –. Regulating the Social 
Gardens of the City of Montalbán de Córdoba
2. Does the farmer engage in ongoing training for Social Farming? – Yes.
3. Who provides the Social Farming training?  In Spain is not provided. 
4. Is it free or not? – Yes
5. What types of training are needed for new or interested farmers to become involved in 
Social Farming? – In this case we need both theoretical and practical.
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Recommendation 
to other Organization Interested

Quote of the Social Farmer: 

• How to start? –The Municipality of Montalbán started the so-called 
‘municipal leisure gardens’ or ‘social gardens’ with the aim of promoting 
an improvement in quality of life

• Why start? –The purpose is to regulate the necessary conditions 
destined to offer the use and enjoyment of the parcels where the social 
gardens are constituted

• What would you do different today? – Nothing.
• Is it worth it? – Yes.
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