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The Social Farm
Name of Social Farm: Butterlope Farm
Address: Plumbridge, Co.Tyrone, Northern Ireland
Website: www.butterlopefarm.co.uk
Email: butterlope@btconnect.com
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Profile of the Farmer
Name of Farmer: Annie & Vinnie Mullan
Age: 18-30 O; 31-40 O; 41-50 X; 51-60 O; older than 60years O
Gender: male X; female X; divers O (husband & wife)
Education:
Vinnie has over 20 years’ experience in farming as well as having
worked previously as a builder and mechanic.
Annie is an environmental educator with 20 years’ experience and an
adult education tutor.
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Profile of the Farmer
Why did they engage in Social Farming:
Unlock the full potential of their farm and change their lifestyle –
work from home.
Trainee during the INTERREG IVA Social Farming Across Borders
(SoFAB) project.
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Profile of the responsible or relevant
organisation
Name of organisation: Butterlope Farm
Type of organisation: Community Interest Company
Size of organisation: 4 Directors (including Annie), Social Farming
delivery is lead by Annie & Vinnie
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Entrepreneurial orientation of the farmer
Who is/are the key person(s) for success in the Social Farm?
Annie and Vinnie as leads in Social Farming delivery at Butterlope Social Farm
are instrumental to its success. Their occupational experience ensures their
delivery is based on developed knowledge and skillsets. Their passion for the
farm and surrounding landscape and opening up opportunities for people to
access these are fundamental to their Social Farming delivery.
Their inclusive and supportive approach to all is evident in their Social Farming
delivery.
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Entrepreneurial orientation of the farmer
What are the future plans for the farm and the Social Farming:
Continued Social Farming delivery and related development at
Butterlope Farm.
Will the Social Farm activity continue after generational changes on
the farm?
CIC structure at Butterlope Farm will address this in due course.
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Profile of the Farm Family
Family members engaged in farming:
Annie and Vinnie’s 3 young sons help out on the farm during school
holidays.
Family members engaged in Social Farming:
When helping out on the farm during school holidays, Annie and
Vinnie’s sons get to meet the participants and enjoy this.
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Profile of the Staff involved
Staff involved in Social Farming:

No staff involved
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Profile of the Social Farm
Type of farm:
Butterlope Farm is located 2 miles from the village of Plumbridge in
the beautiful Glenelly Valley at the heart of the Sperrins. It is 180
acres of grassland and hill land with 350 sheep, 15 hens and 2
sheepdogs. A kitchen garden, greenhouse and large polytunnel also
helps the farm to be more sustainable by growing fruit and
vegetables for the family.
Butterlope Farm registered as a Community Interest Company to
have the ability to apply for funding for Social Farming delivery and
capital improvements.
Schools and groups can visit to learn about farming, natural heritage,
landscape studies and history of farming in the local area. Tailored
programmes available on request.
Trainers are qualified LANTRA, Forest Schools and adult education
tutors.
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Profile of the Social Farm
Size of farm:
180 acres of grassland and hill land with 350 sheep, 15 hens and 2
sheepdogs.
Year farm commenced: 2006
Year Social Farming commenced: 2015
Farmed by Annie and Vinnie who also lead the Social Farming delivery.
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Social Farm Activities
Types of activities offered on the farm:
- Care for sheep including herding, feeding, lambing and animal
health activities
- Maintaining animal houses
- Feeding and caring for hens, including collecting eggs
- Dry stone walling, fencing and woodwork projects
- Vegetable, fruit and flower growing
- Learning about wildlife
- Taking part in accredited training. This is assessed through practical
observation so limited reading or writing skills are required
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Profile of the Social Farm
• Farming activity
X Farming with animals O Farming without animals
• Multifunctional activity
O Direct Marketing O Processing O Agri-Tourism O Other Activities
aligned to pure farming business
• Social Farming activity
O Therapy O Recreation X Care/ Day Care X Integration X Inclusion
X Education
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Social Farm Participants
Profile of Social Farm participants:
Male and female; 18+, Learning Disability or Mental Health recovery
support needs
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Social Farm Participants
How many participants use the Social Farm: 7 (4 on a Monday & 3
on a Wednesday)
How often do participants attend:
2 days per week; 10, 30 & 40 week programmes, 10.00am-3.00pm
average session length)
How are the participants supported to use the Social Farm:
Participants are supported by the farmers.
European Social Fund support finance provided by the Health and
Social Care Board and the Department of Agriculture, Environment
and Rural Affairs. Further referrals from local Health and Social Care
Trust, local charities or voluntary organisations, self-referrals to
funded Social Farming places (funding secured by Butterlope and
partner Gortilea Social Farm).
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Social Farm Participants
Benefit of the activities for participants:
X Being in the environment of farming (NATURE EXPERIENCE)
X working with the farmer (SOCIAL CONTACT)
X doing handicraft work (PERSONAL SUCCESS)
- Participants become an important team member on the farm and help in a
wide variety of day to day activities.
- Coming to Butterlope Farm gives participants the opportunity to assist with
caring for sheep including lambing, herding, and dealing with animal health
care.
- The small kitchen garden, green house and polytunnel provide opportunities
for horticulture activities such as vegetable and fruit growing.
- All activities are thoroughly risk managed and delivered at the participants
pace.
- Participants can also gain qualifications in LANTRA Health & Safety and landbased activities in a supported environment individually tailored to their needs.
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Training Information and Support
1. How did the farmer get information and training to get started?
Through the INTERREG SoFAB project.
2. Does the farmer engage in ongoing training for Social Farming?
Yes – to update training as required and to add to their delivery.
3. Who provides the Social Farming training?
Rural Support resources training opportunities annually for Social
Farmers. Farmers may also avail of training opportunities advertised
and delivered through other organisations, eg. their local development
company.
4. Is it free or not?
If Rural Support’s resources allow. Training can be at a cost for farmers.
17

Social Farm
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Social Farm Beneficiaries
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The Social Farmer
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Social Farmer Quote
On why they are involved in Social Farming:
“We love our farm because we’re in such a scenic location in
Northern Ireland and just being out here in all this lovely greenery
makes everyone feel so good” (Annie Mullan, Butterlope Farm)
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